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HONORING TOMMIE HAWKINS 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor Tommie Haw-
kins, who was awarded the 200 Congressional 
Volunteer Recognition Award by the Second 
Congressional District of Maryland’s Veterans 
Advisory Group. 

Mr. Hawkins coordinates scheduling, main-
tains vehicles and manages volunteer drivers 
who drive Disabled American Veterans vans, 
pick up veteran patients and transport them to 
the Glen Burnie Community Based Outpatient 
Clinic. He continually solicits new volunteer 
drivers, maintains driving records and files all 
reports required by the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

Mr. Hawkins, despite the challenges, effec-
tively manages the maintenance and rotation 
of an aging transportation fleet for veterans. 
He ensures that volunteer drivers are available 
on a moment’s notice for veterans’ transpor-
tation requests. In addition to driving a regular 
shift himself, he never hesitates to cover un-
scheduled driving assignments. He has signifi-
cantly improved the efficiency and effective-
ness of the Disabled American Veterans’ 
transportation operations by automating the 
driver management procedures. Upon receipt 
of a veteran’s request for transportation assist-
ance, he confirms the request with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and provides the vet-
eran with a reminder phone call with pick up 
confirmation. 

Mr. Hawkins truly has the ability to commu-
nicate with veteran patients in a very caring 
and compassionate way. It would be hard to 
find an individual that contributes more than 
Mr. Hawkins to guarantee the success of the 
Disabled American Veterans’ transportation 
program. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor Tommie Hawkins. He is a re-
markable volunteer for Maryland’s veterans. 
Through his tireless efforts, he has helped 
hundreds of veterans receive their medical 
care from the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
He has gone above and beyond the call of 
duty to aid those who have dedicated their 
lives to serve our great country. 
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IN HONOR OF CAPTAIN TODD M. 
SIEBERT 

HON. JASON ALTMIRE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Captain Todd M. Siebert, a Marine 
who was killed while on active duty in Iraq on 
February 16, 2007. As a member of the 3rd 
Battalion of the 6th Marines, he was on patrol 
in Al Anbar Province when his armored mili-
tary vehicle was hit with an unidentified explo-
sive device. A veteran of Afghanistan, he had 
served only six weeks in Iraq and was expect-
ing his 35th birthday next month. 

Captain Siebert was born and raised in 
Franklin Park, Pennsylvania and graduated 
from North Allegheny High School. He joined 

the Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps pro-
gram while in high school and enlisted in the 
Army soon after he graduated. He later joined 
the Marines and received his commission from 
the Marine Corps in 1999 when he graduated 
from Penn State University with a degree in 
criminal justice. 

Captain Seibert was awarded the Purple 
Heart, the Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal, and numerous other mili-
tary awards for his service to our country. He 
will be remembered for his bravery and dedi-
cation. 

On behalf of my family, the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Pennsylvania, and the U.S. 
House of Representatives, I extend our heart-
felt sympathy and eternal gratitude to Captain 
Siebert’s family. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with his wife, Darcy, two young children, Alicia 
and Nicholas, as well as two sisters, a brother, 
and his parents, Thomas and Dorothy Siebert. 
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THE SMALL BUSINESS TAX 
RELIEF ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. STEVAN PEARCE 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 16, 2007 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, today the 
Democratic leadership has brought to the 
House floor legislation that will effectively cre-
ate permanent tax increases on many Amer-
ican taxpayers in order to create temporary 
tax relief for a few. 

Though this legislation does not mention a 
minimum wage increase, we all know this bill 
is intended to be paired with Senate legislation 
including a wage hike. While I am pleased that 
the Majority has finally listened to the Repub-
licans and recognized the detrimental impact a 
minimum wage increase would have on small 
businesses, this legislation is nothing but an 
example of the Majority’s plans to deceptively 
increase taxes on Americans. 

In the last Congress I voted for a balanced 
minimum wage bill that increased the wage 
rate from $5.15 to $7.25/hour over three years 
and included important tax and regulatory pro-
tections for small businesses and their work-
ers, ensuring they are not over-burdened by 
high labor costs and can stay in business. 

However, I believe it is unfair to create per-
manent tax increases for the sake of tem-
porary tax relief. This is a perfect example, 
and I predict many more are to come, of the 
Democrats using covert tax increase maneu-
vers to adhere to their misguided PAYGO 
rules. 

The Majority has forced this legislation to 
the House floor under the suspension of the 
rules, cutting off debate time and forbidding 
any amendments to the legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I can not in good conscience 
support this bill because of the misleading, 
permanent tax increases it places on many 
Americans. 

IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL 
CHRISTOPHER E. HOLZWORTH IV, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today to congratulate 
COL Christopher E. Holzworth IV on a suc-
cessful tour as the Commanding Officer of 
MATSG–21 in Pensacola, Florida. He as-
sumed command in July of 2005, and will be 
relieved in August of this year. 

During his tour I had the pleasure of inter-
acting with the Colonel on numerous occa-
sions. ‘‘Caveman,’’ as he prefers to be called, 
was kind enough to invite me to lunch at his 
command and educate me on the training of 
our young Marines. These young men and 
women are preparing for combat against our 
Nation’s enemies and Caveman does not let 
them forget it. 

I was especially impressed with his initiative 
to have the MATSG students drive Humvees 
on Naval Air Station Pensacola so they could 
better prepare for their follow-on assignments 
in Iraq. Caveman’s performance as the senior 
Marine onboard the Air Station during Presi-
dent Bush’s November 2006 visit was nothing 
short of remarkable, and his work with the 
White House staff and my staff resulted in a 
flawless visit. 

Although Caveman is not originally from 
Pensacola, our residents will gladly claim him 
as one of their own. He was raised in Ft. Lau-
derdale, Florida and after graduating from the 
University of Virginia, he attended Marine 
Corps Officer Candidate School, OCS, and 
was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in 
April 1983. Upon completing The Basic 
School, he reported to Naval Air Training 
Command, Pensacola, FL, and was des-
ignated a Naval Aviator in 1985. 

He had served in numerous operational and 
staff positions, including: a November 1990 
deployment for ‘‘Operations Desert Shield/ 
Storm,’’ as well as counterinsurgency oper-
ations in Southwest Asia, and an August 1994 
deployment for ‘‘Operations Uphold Democ-
racy/Support Democracy’’ in Cape Haitian, 
Haiti. 

Colonel Holzworth received his Master’s in 
National Security and Strategic Studies in No-
vember of 2003, and from November of 2003 
to June of 2005, he served as Expeditionary 
Policy Branch Head, Operations Division, for 
the Plans, Policies and Operations Depart-
ment of Headquarters Marine Corps. 

Colonel Holzworth was selected for com-
mand of MATSG–2l in summer 2004 and was 
promoted to his present rank in January 2005. 

His personal decorations include the De-
fense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious 
Service Medal with 2 gold stars, Air Medal 
with numeral ‘‘1,’’ Navy/Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal with gold star, and the Navy/ 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal. 

Caveman has served the United States Ma-
rine Corps and his country well since his com-
missioning in 1983, and he has made the 
Northwest Florida community proud. Vicki and 
I wish him the best of luck in his future assign-
ment. On behalf of the United States Con-
gress and the residents of Pensacola, I wish 
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